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Editorial

At the end of this month, specifically March 27 and 28, there will be a prototype modelers meeting in Greensburg,
PA. Thisisthekind of event that is especially interesting for serious modelers, whether of the Pennsy variety or any
other prototype preference. Here we have a chance to learn from other model ers about their favorite roads and how
they go about modeling them.

It has often been pointed out that, because the PRR had such a large flegt of cars, any steam era or transition era
layout should have at least afew PRR cars present. Likewise, a PRR layout would reasonably have a substantial
number of carsfrom other roads. From more distant roads, like the SP or ATSF, a Pennsy modeler might just have a
few token boxcars, but from neighboring roads, like the NYC or B& O, there might be quite a bit more than just token
representation. Indeed, from neighboring roads, it would be reasonabl e to see gondolas, hoppers, and flat car loads, as
well as box cars. (Of course, thisis not arule carved in stone; there might be a good reason for special carloads
coming from a distant road). Which part of the huge Pennsy system a modeler chose would also determine which
neighboring roads might be represented. For example, those of us who focus on the Pennsy in western Pennsylvania
would beinterested in having cars from P& WV, P& LE, B& LE, or even URR.

The Prototype Modelers Seminar — East will be held at the Sheraton Four Points Hotel, Route 30 east, Greensburg,
PA on March 27 and 28. It is sponsored by Division 2, MCR-NMRA. The speakers and presenters are among the
best-known names in the hobby, as are the vendors. For more information, contact Dick Flock, phone (724) 850-8882,
or email jlerr337@verizon.net. Just in case anyoneis wondering, | am neither a presenter nor avendor at this event.

Rick Tipton wrotein response to my review of Walthers center cupola N6g that the actual number of those cars
with center cupola versus off-set cupola may be higher than the proportion | cited. He and Bob Johnson are working to
combine their two data bases on N6s cabin cars. While working on his own photo index, Rick came up with a higher
proportion of center cupola cars than did Bob. Between the two, Rick suggests that our best guess right now is that
closeto forty percent of N68 may have been center cupola cars.

In thisissue, we start with Chuck Cover’s upgraded Train Miniature X29 box cars. Following that, we have

pictures from layouts that may be seen on the layout tour at the annual meeting. Bill Lane has sent us photos of the S
scale K4s he' s been working on. Finally, we have pictures Ben Hom shot at Cocoa Beach in 2005.

Jim Hunter

THE PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD TECHNICAL & HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The purpose of the Pennsylvania Railroad Technical & Historical Society is to bring together persons interested
in the history and modeling of the Pennsylvania Railroad, its subsidiaries and its acquired companies. Our goals are
to promote the preservation and recording of all information regarding the organization, operation, facilities and
equipment of the PRR.

The Society’s quarterly illustrated journal, The Keystone, has been published continuously since 1968. Each
issue of 64 or more pages contains illustrated original authoritative articles, about locomotives, cars, other
equipment, facilities and operating practices of the PRR. The Society also publishes its own thoroughly researched
books and other materials concerning Pennsy history. The Keystone Modeler, is also a monthly special 30-plus page
online publication of the Society.

The Society meets annually, usually during a weekend in early in May, providing an opportunity for its
members to get together and learn more about the PRR. Local chapters around the country also provide members
and guests with regular meetings that feature PRR related programs.

Information about our Society may be found on our website http://www.prrths.com. To join the Society send
$35.00 to: PRRT&HS, PO Box 54, Bryn Mawr, PA 19010-0054. All memberships are for a calendar year, back
issues for the current year are sent upon joining. Overseas membership has added postage fees.
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In The Printed Press
by Al Buchan

PRR M odeling

MODEL RAILROAD NEWS (MRN) March 2009

See below

RAILROAD MODEL CRAFTSMAN (RMC) March 2009

See below.

MODEL RAILROAD HOBBYIST (MRH) 1* Quarter 2009

On linefree at http://model-railroad-hobbyist.com

See below
Other Railroad M odeling

Information pertaining to other railroad equipment of interest to the PRR modeler.
B& O Modeler latest issueis up at: http://borhs.org/M odelerM ag/index.html.

K CS post-war 40" rebuilt boxcars (by Greg Martin), RMC 03-09 p 52-56.
ACF 2-bay covered hopper car by InterMountain in HO-scale RTR, product review RMC 03-09, pp 102-

103.

Cement covered hopper (converted USRA twin hoppers) by S Helper Service, Showcase Line, product

review MRN 03-09, pp 46-47.

Other Items of Note
Nothing

Products and Upcoming Events
by Al Buchan

Bowser

During the past weeks there has been lots of
Speculation about the fate of the Bowser steam
locomotive kits, offered by people who have recently
visited there shop.

However, Rich Orr posted that at 5:35:17pm EST
March 2, 2009, that Bowser had sent out an email
announcing the retirement of all steam locomotives,
turntables, Standard gauge and O gauge parts. Steam
loco parts will be available until the current stock is
gone. They will continue the HO and N scale lines
along with Cary, CalScale and Selby.

Also during this time there had been many
comments, both pro and con, about these old stand-
by PRR steam locomotives. It's a classic case that
was described, | believe, by management consultant
Peter Drucker who stated that if you don’t make your
own products obsolete someone will come along and
make them obsolete for you. Bowser was not open to
taking suggestions and they have been made obsolete
by BLI, PCM and Walthers, to name the leaders of
the pack. They seemingly refused to upgrade, perhaps
they were just tired and wanted to get out of the
business anyway. | personally reached out to them at
least twice offering the Society’s assistance to make

their PRR freight car offerings better and never
received a response. Another fallen flag.

To clear up a misconception that has arisen —
during the discussions about the demise of the
Bowser line of kits, they will not be continued by
Eddystone Locomotives. The Bowser components
will be used to make future custom built locos.
Eddystone stated if Bowser could not make a go of it
anymore, how could we?

Microscale Industries
http://www.microscale.com/
New PRR Steam Locomotive Decals

Microscale has just announced two revised HO-
scale PRR steam locomotive decals, sets 87-66 in
gold and 87-1166 in buff lettering. These sheets were
supposedly printed in January in placed "in stock" at
Microscale. However, the Microscale web site is still
showing 87-1166 and 87-66 as the older style shest.

However, read the story of these revisions, which
is not encouraging. Almost one year ago Bruce
Smith, representing the Society, was contacted by
Microscale to provide some information on revising
their PRR steam loco decals. Bruce made a number
of suggestions, which included dropping the striping
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since it was not correct, especially on the "buff" sheet
and the fact that very few modelers use them. He
suggested adding a number of lengths of
PENNSYLVANIA to fit more tenders, using coved,
modified block and Futura lettering, dropping class
lettering, printing pilot lettering in white, etc. And he
aso worked with them to change their buff to
something better.  Shortly after providing the
information, the contact person, Steve, left
Microscale and the same information was provided to
his successor Vickie Hays, where, it appeared that the
project died.

The story, for anyone who asks why the
PRRT&HS or Bruce Smith messed up the Microscale
decals, is that the PRRT&HS Modeling Committee
was asked to suggest revisions to the Microscale
decal sheets for PRR steam locos. Although the
revised sheets do reflect some of our suggestions, we
were never given an opportunity to review the
revisions and make corrections prior to printing and
thus the errors on these sheets are solely the
responsibility of Microscale As aways, the
PRRT&HS Modeling Committee stands ready to
assist manufacturers in avoiding the types of errors
seen on these shedts.

Based on scans of the sheets sent to Bruce and not
on having the actual sheets the new sheets are better
than the old, even if they contains some seriously
bizarre stuff like the cab striping and two colors of
pilot lettering!

Based on Bruce's information | told Microscale
that we are very disappointed to learn that the effort
they put into this latest offering is less than
satisfactory and we did not get the kind of superior
set that we should have, given the opportunity.

| have a very difficult time understanding how
manufacturers, such as Microscale, can spend money
on new products, not seek advice as to how the
product is from knowledgesble people who are
willing to advise them free of charge. And this is not
the first time the Society has had difficulties, such as
this, working with Microscale.

Microscale replied to my message of
disappointment saying, “All | can say is that when
Steve left he did not apprise us of any of the projects
he was working on so my guess is that the print
manager was not aware that Steve was working with
you on this. This has been happening with several
other projects as well. It is sad that this happened.
We are happy to work with you on decals that need
revising.”

ConCor
http://con-cor.com/
Class mP54

PRRT&HS Modeling Committee member Bruce
Smith has informed us that test shots for the ConCor
mP54 and mPB54 bodies have arrived state-side and
are being reviewed. ConCor will be releasing these
cars in sets of 2 starting with 2 coaches (mP54), and
followed by a coach and combine (mPB54c) and
finally a coach and baggage-mail (mMBM62). The
coach sets are expected to be released this summer.
A reminder to PRR modelers that class mP54 refers
to steam and electric hauled cars, and not to the
electrified MU cars. The steam hauled cars were
generally used in commuter service but appeared in
many other locations on the PRR. Having had the
cars in his hands Bruce's initial reaction is very
positive.

The Baltimore O-scale Society and the Baltimore
Society of Model Engineers
Converted Express Cars

Announces the availability for immediate
shipment the 2009 O-scale National Convention
Cars. These highly detailed and accurate "Troop
Trains' express cars are available in three different
numbers accurate to the prototype roadnames. The
cars are available in 2-rail or 3-rail with identical,
highly detailed bodies, underframes and trucks - the
only differences are the wheels and couplers. The
Baltimore & Ohio express car paint scheme is blue
with gold lettering; the other available car is the
green Railway Express Agency Red Diamond car.
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Built by Weaver Models and offered for the first
time in these variations they are available exclusively
through the Baltimore O-scale Society, LLC, co-
sponsor of the 2009 O-scale National Convention
June 18-20.

These Express Cars ran Coast to Coast. Following
WWII railroads were offered surplus troop cars at
bargain prices. The cars were essentially 50€boxcars
on high-speed passenger trucks making them ideal
for conversion to express boxcars. Railroads
converted the cars for express freight service and
operated them at the head end of their passenger
trains. The cars ran across the continent on many
railroads, so they@ pefect for your postwar
passenger trains.

The specifications for each car:

* 1/48 Scale

* Ready to Run - Y our Choice Of 2-Rail or 3-Rail

* Built From Prototype Blueprints

* Operational On 0-42 Curves

* Intricately Detailed ABS Plastic Body

* Weighs Over 1.5 Ibs

* 3 Different Car Numbers

* Rubber Diaphragms

» Equipped With Prototypically Correct High-Speed
Allied Full Cushion Die Cast Trucks

* Die Cast Floor w/ Underframe Details (Wood Grain
Details & Prototypically Correct, Detailed, Dual
Brake System

» Approximate Car Dimensions:
Height 3" x Width 2"

Length 13" x

You do not need to attend the 2009 O Scae
National Convention to purchase these cars. Simply
print a copy of the order form, fill it out and mail it
aong with payment to: Baltimore O-scale Society,
LLC, PO Box 14, Baldwin, MD. 21013. The order
formisavailable at:
http://www.oscal eeast.com/OrderingForm. pdf.
Pictures are avalable on the web at:
http://www.model engineers.comvoscal e/ cars.html.

Layout Design SIG (LDSIG)

http://www.L DSIG.net

PRR Articles of Interest

Doug Gurin, long time friend, PRR modeler and
founder of the LDSIG, has called to our attention the
fact that their publication, the Layout Design Journal,
has published a variety of articles related to the
design, construction and operation of PRR layouts.
Doug sent two issues for usto look at. Winter 2007 —
LDJ 37, had a 10 page article Lessons from a Pennsy

Layout, by Doug which featured member Bill Neales
PRR Panhandle Division layout, with lots of photos
about how to capture the essence of a location and
operation. Fall 2008 - LDJ-39, had one page article
on Richard Benjamin's PRR Bedford Division
“mushroom” layout and an eight-page article
Portraying the Right of Way on Neil Schorr’s Middle
Division of the Pennsylvania Railroad on a O-scale
(threerail) layout.

Toronto Area Prototype M odelers M eet

The Prototype Modelers Meet is going ahead as
planned on March 14 at Humber College. If any of
our American friends are going to be in the Toronto
area please fed free to drop by. We will have some
well known local modelers giving talks on various
topics, lots of models to be seen and lots of pleasant
conversation with like-minded model builders. There
is aten dollar admission fee.

Alan Welch has done a great job presenting this
meet for the last few years. Work pressures are too
much for him to carry on but | think we owe him a
big vote of thanks for the work he has done. We are
going to try and live up to the standards that Alan and
his predecessors have established and hopefully a
good time will be had by all.

Pittsburgh Railroad Prototype M odelers
M eeting

1:00 pm Friday March 27 through 11:00pm
Saturday. March 28, 2009. Fee: $35.00. The speakers
include: Paul Backentose, Ted Culotta, Jim Dalberg,
Jeff  English, Bill Hanley, Eric Hansmann, Ron
Hoess, Bab Karig, Tony Koester, Joe Lofland, Marty
McGuirk, Lance Mindheim, Pierre Oliver, John
Roberts, Mike Rose, Bill Schaumburg, Mike
Schleigh, Mont Switzer, John Teichmoeller, Bill
Wech, and John Wesner. Operating sessions on
Thursday Evening, Layout tours on Sunday. Contact
Dick Flock at jlerr337@verizon.net

East Coast Santa Fe M odelers M eet

April 17-19, 2009, on the Campus of Delaware
Valley College, Doylestown, PA
A model contest will be held in the categories of
steam, diesdl, freight, passenger, work equipment,
structure, diorama and photo categories. So bring the
best of your own work.

Please let Stephan Parachuk know
sparachuk@hotmail.com if you@e planning to attend
or if you have any other questions or comments.
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Friday, April 17

2:00-9:00 PM Meet at the Coffee House, 2™
floor of Student Center

Registration & Sign Up for:

0 SdesTable (@ $5),

0 Modd Display + Contest, Photo Contest

7-8:00 PM Steam L ocomative Stories from the past —
Richard Hendrickson

Saturday, April 18

- 8-9:00 AM Breakfast at Duck Deli, Route 202 south
of Campus
9-9:30 AM Set-up Meeting Room, Model Contest,
AV Equipment, Sales & Auction Tables
9:30 AM Welcome to our 17" ECSFM mest, Allan
lezzi
9:35 AM Clinicsin Music Room
9:45 — 10:40 AM Santa Fe Boxcars 1938-1958 —
Richard Hendrickson (55 min)
10:45-11:50 AM Tehachapi Pass — Henry Freeman
(65 min)
11:55 AM Announcements. contest voting — Allan
lezzi
12:00—12:50 PM Lunch
1250 PM  Clinicsin Music Room
12:50 — 2:20 PM Vintage Dating Freight Cars, more
than just weathering — Richard Hendrickson (90 min)
2:30—3:25 PM Indalling a full feature Decoder-Kato
SD40-2 — Lee Whed barger (55 min)
Slide Show: Santa Fe Diesdls 1967-1973 Winn Frank
(55 min) Coffee House
3:15 — 3:45 PM ECSFM Business Meeting & Group

Picture (30 min)

3:45—-4:45 PM Model Contest Awards,
Auction & Raffle (60 min)

4:45—5:00 PM Tear-down & Clean-up (15
min)

6:00 PM Dinner with Guest Speaker - Model RR
Manufacturing present and future devel opments —
Richard Hendrickson (55 min) at Dons or Inn?
8:00PM invited to Don Borden’s Cajon Layout

Sunday, April 19
9:30 AM - 7?77? Layout Tours—TBA

PRRT&HS
http://prths.com
Annual Meeting

The Society’s annual meeting will be held starting
Thursday morning April 30" with an all-day bus trip
of the PFW&C and the Pan Handle. Normal clinic
sessions will be held Friday May 1% and Saturday
May 2" 1t will be at the Radisson in Merrillville, IN.
Visit our website for more information and a
registration form.

The 2009 O-scale National Convention

The 2009 O Scale National Convention will be held
at Towson University Student Union, just north of
Baltimore, Maryland from June 18-20. The
convention is sponsored by The Baltimore O-scale
Society in conjunction with the Baltimore Society of
Model Engineers.

In addition to 2-ral O Scale the National
Convention includes 3-rail scale modelers, narrow
gauge, trolley and other renditions of O Scale
railroading. If you are modeling in another scale, but
have been wondering about 2-rail O scale, pleasejoin
us! The vendor tables, displays and clinics will be
full of 2 rall equipment, so it is a good time to
experience and learn of the appeal of O scale.

We will have use of the Student Union Building at
Towson University, providing a spacious venue for
vendor halls, displays, clinics, model contests, dining,
and informal chats. Layout tours are planned for
Thursday evening, as well as before and after the
convention. The vendor hall, displays, clinics, and
model contest will run from 9-5 Th/F, and 9-12 on
Saturday.

The convention registration fees are: $45 for 18-
20, or $25/day ThF, and $10/Sat, with a late
registration fee of $5 after May 1st.

On campus housing will be available at: $104/per
night for single occupancy and $83/per night/per
person for double occupancy. Included with your
room price are three meals: dinner the day you arrive
and breakfast and lunch the following day.

Directions for getting to the campus are available
on the Towson University page here:
http://www.towson.edu/main/abouttu/visitor/dircamp
us.asp, more specific directions to the Convention
venue (Student Union) will be available as soon as
practical on the convention website.

For complete details check out the convention
website at: http://www.oscal esast.com.
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Model Railroad
Symposium

& 18 2009
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18th Great L akes Model Railroad Symposium.

The Great Lakes Model Railroad Symposium will be held this April 17th
and 18th. This is not your typical prototype modelers meet about
locomotives and freight cars. Instead, we are about the bigger picture -- all
prototype based. There are seminars on several popular layouts, and how
to build and operate proto-based layouts. We will address the latest
methods and techniques for building structures, scenery, backdrops, steam
locomotives and freight cars. This symposium is for folks that want to
build realistic, prototype-based mode railroad layouts. All seminars are
interactive. That is attendees are encouraged to ask questions of the
presenters for discussion.

Moreon Detailing the Train Miniature/Walthers X29 Box Car

By Chuck Cover

PENKSYIVANTA
b

- paa S
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My favorite parts of the model railroad hobby are
operation and building freight cars. My Shamokin
Branch layout has reached the stage where | am
having bimonthly operating sessions. Thetrack work
is complete, and the DCC/Sound is up and
functioning, but | found that | don't have enough
freight cars on the layout. | decided when | started
building the current layout that my freight car
standard would change from the shake-the-box kits to
what | call “layout detailed” cars. My requirements
for a freight car now include: individual grabs and
ladder rungs, underbody brake detail, uncoupling
levers, decent roof walks and grabs, and appropriate
weathering. My standard will differ from others, and
I cannot tdl you why | have chosen these specific
standards other than to say that | think cars detailed
as described look good. Each modeler must decide
upon what he/she determines is “good enough” for
his’/her models.

The past few months of winter have kept me off
my bike and out of the mountains, so | have been
building freight cars. TKM is a great reference for
me. Using the Number 37 article by Steve Hoxie, |
built three X29B boxcars. Then referring to the
Number 61 article by Elden Gatwood, | completed
three Sunshine X26c boxcars. If that was not
enough, | really felt that | needed to work on my X29
fleet, so | dug out four old Train Miniature boxcars
and Ben Hom’s Number 11 TKM article. | have been
leery of removing molded-on ladder rungs, afraid of
messing up the rest of the car, but | have become
more comfortable with the process after working with

the PRRPro group and the upgrades of the Bowser
X31A. In this article, | will not be repeating what
Ben has described in his series of articles on the X29.
My goal is to follow the general guidelines set out in
Ben's article to upgrade the TM X29 and to expand
the scope of the upgrade to meet my “layout detail”
standard.

Deconstruction of the model begins by removing
the oversized, too thick running board, brake wheel
and vertical brake staff, as well as the lower door
track, dtirrup steps and the center sill/bolster
assembly. | have found that you do not have to strip
the paint from the model. When you put a coat of flat
black primer on the car it covers the thin factory
lettering. Next, use a sharp hobby knife and remove
the molded on grabs and all ladder rungs, both on the
sides and ends of the car. | use a hobby knife with a
#17 chisel blade. | have rounded off the sides of the
blade to minimize gouging the finish, although | am
rarely careful enough and always bugger it up. | have
been using the same blade with the rounded sides for
a while and keep the blade sharp with a sanding
stone. Try to work carefully making multiple cuts
perpendicular to the car surface. Remove as much of
the rungs and grabs as possible while leaving any
bracket/bolt detail. After multiple passes, you will
have removed most of the molded on details and you
can lightly sand the body smooth. | have found that,
even as clumsy as | am, the primer and final paint
cover up most of my mistakes. The gouges that ook
bad after painting can be heavily weathered. | liketo
make them into rust spots.
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The center sill/bolster assembly needs to
disassembled. Remove the bolsters, the coupler
covers, the brake reservoir, and brake cylinder. Set
them aside to use later. | try to save anything that |
can from these old kits. Do not remove the triple
valve from the underbody, but, as described in Ben's
article, remove the screw posts and glue them into the

Reconstruction begins by reattaching the bolsters
with the screw posts to the under frame as described
above. Drill out the screw posts and tap for a 2-56
screw. Thetruck centers will now measure 32" 3” as
on the prototype. Next attach two 6" x 8" styrene
strips to simulate the center sill, use 6” x 12" strip
styrene for the larger lateral cross members, and 4” x
6" strip styrene to simulate the smaller cross
members located towards the middle of the car under
the doors. Part of my layout is at eye level, so |
install most underbody brake detail because | like to

removed bolsters. With your #17 chisd blade
remove the lengthwise stringers on the ends of the car
so that the bolsters can be relocated farther outbound
on the underbody. Sand the area of the floor smooth
where the stringers were removed. Sand the bolsters
so that they will fit flush against the backs of the
molded-on coupler pockets.

see the pipes and brake apparatus hanging down
under the cars. To make installation of the piping
easier, drill three #74 holes completely through the
triple valve. Also drill two holes in the air reservoir
and holes in the front and back of the brake cylinder.
Resattach the brake cylinder and air reservoir in the
proper locations following Ben's article. Thread
.012" brass wire through the lateral side of the triple
valve, over the center sill and into the air reservoir
and cut the wire to length. Use the same process for
the piping from the triple valve to the brake cylinder.

THE KEYSTONE MODELER
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| had alot of brake parts |left over from other projects
(used Tichy AB brake sets), so | was able to take
brake levers from this stock to complete the
underbody brake detailing. You could scratch build
brakeleversusing 1’ x 6" strip styrene. | detailed the
cars with modernized AB brakes while reusing the
KD brake rigging (Thereis a photo of this scheme in
RMJ 9/93). Use .019” brass wire for the clevis and
Chooch #8111 brass chain for the linkage. All brake
rods are .015" brass wire. | only extend the brake
rods to the center sill and make sure they will not
interfere with the trucks. It is much more important
for the car to operate well than have the brake rods
extend to the end of the car (you cannot see this
extension anyway). Next install couplers, add
weight, and test proper height with the truck of your
choice. | used Tichy 2DF12 and some old cast

Use .019” brass rod for the vertical brake staff
and leftover Bowser or Tichy brake wheels. The roof
walks can be scratch built from #2080 .02 Evergreen
sheet styrene, V-groove with .08” spacing. Cut to

sprung trucks that | had on hand. | will probably
substitute Kadee 2DF8 trucks for the cast ones.

Reconstruction of the body begins with installing
18" straight grabs. There are three on each end and
two on the left hand side of the car. These left side
grabs should be bracket grabs, but if you leave as
much of the bracket detail as possible when you
shave off the molded on grabs and install the 18”
brass straight grab in the middle of each bracket, you
will get a nice looking unit which is very sturdy for a
layout car. | have also used the DA bracket grabs but
have trouble drilling accurate holes for installation
and about half of the grabs go springing off into the
universe, never to be seen again. They look great but
are not as sturdy as the fix described above.

size, and rough up the upper surface with sandpaper.
Lateral roof walks are fabricated the same way, and
Tichy roof corner grabs are attached. Drill and install
A Line Style C stirrup steps.
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Trim off the big claws of the CRECO doors, or, if
you have them, use extra doors, either CRECO or
Y oungstown, from the Red Caboose kits. | took one
set of Youngstown doors from a Red Caboose kit and
used three sets of CRECO doors from the TM cars.
Attach the doors to the car then attach the lower door
track using 2" x 4” strip styrene.

For the ladder rungs, use Slater's Finescale
Railway Components, .01” plastic rod. This product
is great, looks nice with its thin profile and it is
flexible Cut pieces slightly longer than the ladder
width and attach the rungs with ACC using the rivet
detail to space the rungs. When dry just snip off the
excess length with a flush cutting sprue cutter.

I liketo build several cars at atime, because| fed
it is more efficient. It takes me a good bit of time to
figure out how to do everything for the first car, but
each subsequent car then takes much lesstime. This
is true during construction, painting and decaling.
For example, when painting, most of my time is
taken up in se&t up, mixing paint and clean up.
However, when building/painting several cars at the
same time, | want to be careful that they do not all
look like they came out of the paint shop together. |
wanted each car to look different. The shadow
keystone car was painted a slightly different shade of
FCC, but the three circle keystone cars were all
painted with the same Zinc Chromate paint. |
modified the weathering to give each car a unique
look. | use a number of different tube acrylics and
put a thin wash over the decaled/Dull Coated car. |
use either black, Payne s gray (it has a dark blue hue)
or raw umber on the roof depending upon how much
soot | want to model. | then wash the sides and ends
of each car with thin washes of black, raw umber or
burnt sienna. 1f you think you have put on too much,

Finally build the uncoupling levers. | had left
over Carmer cut levers from some resin kits but also
scratch built some replacement uncoupling levers
from .015 brass wire and eye bolts.

Paint the finished car with flat black or your other
favorite primer paint. The finish coat is Floquil Zinc
Chromate Primer on the three circle keystone cars
and Zinc Chromate Primer with a touch of Boxcar
Red mixed in for the rdettered shadow keystone car.
After being set aside for several days, the cars were
decaled with Middle Divison HBX2 (Shadow
Keystone) or HBX6 (Ball) decals and oversprayed
with Dull Coat. The cars were then weathered with
tube acrylic paints.

just rinse your brush in water and go over the sides
again while the wash is still wet to dilute the amount
of paint. Often times | mix two colors together to
change things up. When the thin washes dry, injust a
few minutes, you can go back and add more until you
are satisfied.  You can use the burnt sienna
undiluted, to simulate rust.

The PRR built numerous X29s into various
MOW cars. | have included photos of two models
that | built several years ago. You basicaly follow
the same game plan described above for these cars.
The only major difference is that | shaved off the
entire molded on ladders including styles and used
commercial |adders on the models. The scale car,
modeled from a photo on page 109 in the PRR Color
Guide, Vol. 2, included modeling the people doors
within the CRECO doors and adding windows and
extra grabs. PRR 499442 was modeled from a photo |
took in Altoona at one of the PRRT&HS meetings in
the 1990s. There are so many uses for those old TM
cars!
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| find TKM the best source of PRR modeling
information. | learn something from amost every
article and try to build on what | learn and apply it. |
don't think that | have covered anything really new in
this article, but | hope | have inspired someone to
take out an old box car kit and have some fun
upgrading it to new standards.

List of Materials:

Evergreen Strip Styrene

8106 1" x 6" brakelevers

8204 2" x 4" lower door track
8406 4" x 6” small cross members
8608 6" x 8" center sill

8612 6" x 12" large cross members

Evergreen Sheet Styrene
2080 .020” sheet with V-groove with
.080" spacing roof walks

Detail Associates Brass Wire

2504 .012" brake piping

2505 .015" brakerods

2506 .019" cdevisand vertical brake staff
Tichy

3021 18" straight grabs

3028 roof corner grabs

3050 Leaf/Cail typetrucks, similar to PRR
2DF12

Aline

29002 stirrup steps type C

Slater’ s Finescale Railway Components

Ref 0610 .01” plastic rod

Kadee

517 PRR 2DF8 trucks

Chooch

8111 brasschain
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Scenesfrom Layoutsto beon Tour at the 2009 Annual Meeting
By George Pierson and Bill Denton

George Pierson's HO layout features
portions of the PRR Middle Division in Juniata
County, PA, 45 miles west of Harrisburg. The
year is 1920 and at the principle town, Port
Royal, the PRR connects with the Tuscarora
Valley RR, an actual narrow gauge line that quit
in 1934. The PRR portion of the layout features
a four-track main line, numerous scratch-built
and Kkit-bashed buildings, such as three

interlocking towers, and the Denholm coal
wharf. Motive power is Bowser and Penn Line
steam engines, modified for 1920. All the major
classes of PRR road power are represented. The
town of Port Royal is extensively modeled, with
over 15 scratch-built structures, many based on
actual prototypes. The layout has been featured
in a number of articles in RAILROAD MODEL
CRAFTSMAN and TKM.

The coal wharf at Denholm spans six tracks and can be a busy place. Since this photo was taken, George
has turned the clock back on his layout to 1920.
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A modified Bowser 11 passes an ND cabin car by the home signal at NA interlocking. 1n 1920,
semaphores were ill in use on the Middle Division.
[Notice the freight car color on the roof of the cabin in the 1920s—ed.]

THE KEYSTONE MODELER 15 No. 68 March 2009



Before George back-dated to 1920, at dusk you could see T1's pause at Denholm as a Baldwin S-12
switches the ash track and freight rumbles by.
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An eastbound PRR local passenger train behind an E6 approaches the station at Port Royal. A Tuscarora
Valley RR narrow gauge mixed train is departing through the town, most of which is scratch-built.
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An PRR EG6 leaving the Denholm complex passes NA tower and its Armstrong interlocking plant asan 11
heads for the coal wharf.

Now weturn to Bill Denton’s photos of the fabulous Reid brothers Cumberland Valley layout. This
N scale layout has been featured in several commercial publications over the past decade.
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The consist isled by E8 #5706, although we were hoping to see a sseam engine. Also included are
a seemingly ever-present B60b baggage car and three P70 coaches. Passengers are boarding, baggage is
being loaded and the crew is synchronizing watches. Soon the conductor will be shouting “All Aboard”.
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We photographed train #654 between Winchester, Virginiaand Martinsburg, West Virginiawhere it
crosses Mill Creek on a steel deck girder bridge. Too bad we didn’'t have room to bring our fishing poles.
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PRR H9 class 2-8-0 #1132 is in charge of CL-4 and worksthe trailing point industries in Greencastle. The
crew is backing a delivery down into the freight station.
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Passing over the beautiful cut sone bridge istrain CV-88 with practically new Trainmaster #8705 leading
long hood forward. This train originated on the N& W, stopped in Shomo Y ard for a crew, engine and
caboose change and will continue on the PRR to Harrisburg.

What I’ve Been Working On: K4s5495 is Done!
By Bill Lane

| just sat here for a few minutes trying to think if
there was something else | wanted to do or add. |
could not. | guess that makes it DONE, as far as
the detailing is concerned. | just finished the
tender this morning. | moved the marker lights
from the deck to the back wall. Then | detailed

out the steam, air and signal lines. The steam
fitting might be a little low now that | made a
better looking mounting bracket. | will deal with
that when | get it ready for paint. | will probably
do a few more "formal" portraits in my studio
before it goesto paint.
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| am on a roll and am continuing on with what antennas. That will be the tender for another K4
was an "extra' tender that | am doing the same that has to be finished too.
thing to the marker lights, but also | am adding
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| added fittings and brackets for the firebox different pliers that all get used. For as many of

cleaning hoses on both sides (above the trailing these as | have to do, | should have made the
truck). Pretty much everything to do with modern brackets in Solidworks but using .008”
moving the marker lights and making the sheet makes them look really good.

brackets was done with hand tools. | have tons of

More Readers Gallery: PRR Freight Cars
By Ben Hom
All photos by author.
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PRR 407096, Class H21, Bowser HO scale model built by Tom Devenney. (2005 RPM East Meet, Pittsburgh, PA)

PRR 225226, Class H43a, Bowser HO scale model built by Larry Lawler. (2005 Prototype Rails, Cocoa Beach, FL)

PRR 44076, Class X26, Micro-Trains N scale modd built by Gregg Mahlkhov. (2005 Prototype Rails, Cocoa Beach, FL)
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PRR 489546, Class X29, Red Caboose HO scale model built by Tom Haag. (2005 RPM East Meet, Pittsburgh, PA)

PRR 504316, Class X29, Red Caboose N scale model built by Gregg Mahlkhov. (2005 Prototype Rails, Cocoa Beach, FL)

PRR 61983, Class X 31, Fine-N-Scale N scale model built by Gregg Mahlkhov. (2005 Prototype Rails, Cocoa Beach, FL)

THE KEYSTONE MODELER 27 No. 68 March 2009



PRR 48302, Class X328, Micro-Trains N scale model built by Gregg Mahlkhov. (2005 Prototype Rails, Cocoa Beach, FL)

PRR 47172, Leased General American Evans boxcar, N scale modd built by Gregg Mahlkhov. (2005 Prototype Rails, Cocoa
Beach, FL)

PRR 82023, PRR Class X41, N scale mode built by Gregg Mahlkhov. (2005 Prototype Rails, Cocoa Beach, FL)
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PRR 21148, Class X53, Branchline Trains HO scale model built by Larry Lawler. (2005 Prototype Rails, Cocoa Beach, FL)

PRR 21237, Class X53, Branchline Trains HO scale model built by Dennis Lippert. (2005 Prototype Rails, Cocoa Beach, FL)
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PRR 19437, Class X54A, Branchline Trains HO scale model kitbashed by Tom Haag. (2005 RPM East Meet, Pittsburgh, PA)

Equipment Drawings from Microfilm
Copies of PRR equipment drawings are available from the Society’s microfilm collection. To order drawings, you
must know the drawing number and title. Ordering information and lists of arrangement drawings are available on
the Society’s website, www.prrths.com, under National Society, The Interchange. If you require a printed copy of
this information, please send your address and a check for $2.00 made out to PRRT&HS to: Richard C. Price, 779
Irvin Hill Road, McVeytown, PA 17051.

TKM CD Issues49-60 and 1-60
A CD of TKM issues 49-60 is now available at $15.00 for members outside of NJ ($16.05 for NJ members); TKM
1-48 with over 1,500 pages of PRR information now also is available for $60 for members outside of NJ ($64.20
for NJ members). CDs are also available for issues 1-12, 13-24, 1-24, 25-36, 1-36, 37-48 and 1-48 at a cost of
$15.00/ one year of 12 issues. Send a check or money order in $US made out to PRRT&HS to Al Buchan, 785
Cornwallis Drive, Mt. Laurd, NJ 08054-3209. Each CD contains a very comprehensive index of all previous
issues.

THE KEYSTONE CD 5

The Keystone CD No. 5, The Glory Days, covering 1998 — 2002, is
now for sale at the price of $75 for members. NJ Residents add $5.25
sales tax. Order from Al Buchan, 785 Cornwallis Drive, Mt. Laurd, NJ
08054-3209.
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THE KEYSTONE DVD 1

The Keystone DVD No. 1 covering the 35 years of
Keystones from 1968 — 2002 is available. However, the
navigation on this product is being upgraded, as are some of
the administrative notes and text. The improved edition will be
ready for ordering soon. Those few who have already
purchased the DVD will be able to trade it in for a new one
when it's available. The price of this DVD is $375. This DVD
requires a computer with a DVD drive. It is NOT a video
disk that can be played on a DVD player for viewing on
your TV.

To unsubscribe click on line below and send
<mailto:the-keystone-model er-request @l sts.keystone-pubs.org?Subject=unsubscribe>

To subscribe click on the line below and send.
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