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Editor 1 Pauletta Ader
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MEMBERSHIP

As of April 24, 2017, the PRRT&HS membership for 2017 is as follows:
Regular 1,935

Sustaining 313

Contributing 78

International 24

Keystone 136

Total 2,486

Nonrenewals 386 Renewal Rate?,402/2,788=86.2%

Keystone mailings include 12 gratis cop{priseums, libraries, etc.)
The number of new members for 2017 is 84
Submitted by Andy Hart

ARCHIVES
TheHOKEY POKEY with Charlie Horan
Put your left leg in, you put your left leg out

Put yo igg in, U

u utmy_our right leg out




QUICK!!! Someone get two pry bars and a large jar of mayonnaise!!!
THATOS WHAT |1 T6S ALL ABOUT! ! 11

Article submitted by Steve Staffieri
Photos submitted by Al Giannantonio

PRR Valuation Maps Coming on DVD

A number of PRRT&HS archive volunteers, sphaaded by ®phen Titchenal, have been

working to scan the society's extensive collection of PRR "Valuation" Maghsation maps

were required by the Interstate Commerce Commission in the 191&éime to accurately

record all of each he#Cwoudtheh@gimateithe Valueasthat uct ur e
infrastructure, and use it as part of the basis for setting freight rates. The society has an

i ncompl ete set of or i ganavarb5%domplatecssetefd949 r om ar ou
Blueline prints, and the boadd directors recently agreed to contribute to the scanning of what

may be a complete set of | ate 19606s Val maps
Each Val map covers one mile of RigiftWay1 for the PRR, that results in nearly 15,000 Val

maps fo the entire RR. For each year, PRR Val maps show the current Rio&Yy do not track
revision history, so the 196006s set does not
removed, and the 1960's set is not of the same quality as the prints andhlihensociety's

archives. So different members will need to use different maps, depending on their era of

interest.

One chall enge of viewing Valuation maps is th
byteo of files for one divisionds Imthermear!l i ne,
term the most labeeffective method to distributethemaps t o publ i sihwith hem on

both PDF and jpeg file formats. In addition, the Val maps are indexed as civil engineering

documents, and will benefit from other documents to help understand eaéhsmap o cat i on a
context;we plan to include such docemis on the DVDs. Given that we are relying on

volunteer effort to distribute the maps, we believe that selling DVDs requires the fewest

volunteer hours to get the maps out to the members.

During the February Board of Directors meeting, the directoreddoestart the process of
making these digital Val map scans widely available. As a trial, the board agreed to sell DVD's,
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each containing the Val mgor one of the PRR's divisistibased on the late 40's system
organization. The first Val map DVD is te of the Pittsburgh division using the 1949 set of

maps. Hopefully the team can include the Pittsburgh division branches, although that will require
a second DVD. The board agreed to sell the DVD's priced so that as many members as possible
can afford the, within the constraint of not losing money, but also not priced to make money
either. Initial pricing will be $15 for a single DVD, and $25 for a double DVD set that includes

the mainline and branches for the larger divisions (like Pittsburgh.) Th®¥/iBtshould be

available for purchase at the annual meeting (hopefully a 2 DVD set with both the mainline and
branches.) More divisions will followhow often will depend on the number of volunteers who

help withthe Val map project.

Below are two exampk of small portions of the Pittsburgh Division Val maps. The firstis GY
interlocking, between Altoona and Horse Shoe Curve. The second is the 28th street engine
terminal in Pittsburgh, just railroad east of the Pittsburgh passenger station.

GY interlockng - 1949
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Both images displayed here are at one half of the resolution of the maps to be included on the
DVD's.

Val Map Update

The Val map team i s working hard to generate
Maps, hopefully in time for sale at the annual meeting. We hope (but are not 100% certain), that
this will be a two DVD set that includes the Pittsburgh Divisiombtinas.

The challenge is which branches to include? As mentioned in thelastws , t he | ate 1¢
through | ate 19406s appears to be tildigisiohsmost s
and branches remained pretty much unchaigemkssiblyfor the longest stretch in PRR history.

But during the early Val maps, the PRR was o
West 0O reorgani zations and consolidations had
big change from 1918 to 194¢as moving the Southwest branch from the Pittsburgh division to

the Monongahela division, and the incorporation of much of the Cresson division into the
Pittsburgh division. Below is the 1918 Val map overview showing the earlier division branch
assignmergt

r
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In addition to producing the Pittsburgh division Val Map DVD, the team is also working to

finalize the process to generate Val Map DVDs for all PRR divisions. More on this in the July
edition of the enews.

Submitted and written by Dave Evans



Stephen Tithenal and Ed Klein scanning Valuation maps.
Photo submitted by Pauletta Ader

All PRRT&HS MEMBERS ARE WELCOME TO COME VOLUNTEER THEIR SERVICES IF
PRESENT DURING AN ARCHIVE SESSION. CONTACT CHARLIE HORAN
charliehoran@verizon.net

STATION
Nothing new to report

MODELING UPDATES

Steve Staffierids HO Model Railroad Pen

NOTE: For the true Elmira Branch Fans:

My railroad is ai ¢ | @epresentation of the Elmira Branch, 1948. It is point to point railroad,
the thikk removable wood bridge you see on the videos connects the two "off railroad" staging
yards to create a loop.

Some buildings and areas are as close as | could get using what prototype photos | could find
along with the Bill Caloroso book.

The scenerysinot complete and you probably noticed the lack of trees, more people signs etc.
(that's the 10%, maybe more like%a3hat needs to be ddpe

Three of the towers are Bob Strong towers and are as close to the actual towers | could find. And
yes, forthoselooking really close, | haven't changed the original signs (Lyndon, Wawa and
Elmora,which will become Kendall, Newberry, and Dense respectively) To the best of my
knowledge | do not believe Bob ever made towers for the Elmira branch, and frankly, | am
fortunate to have these three.

| gave the Susquehanna and New York RR anoti€y @ears of life (The railroad was
dismantled in 1942 and the rails used for the war effort)
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Maybe if Bill Fagan ever returns to my railroad, | can get him to show the svgtohisodus
Point and operations on the S&NY.

Check out the following You Tube links:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G9DM6ShvBKg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FLYMrZ8B_R4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=leYSGerkVAo

Submitted by Stev8taffieri

2017 ANNUAL MEETING :

Camp Hill Washington Chaptétost Chapter Invitation

The Washington DC Chapter of PRRT&HS is proud to host the 2017 PRRT&HS Annual
Meeting at the Radisson in Camp Hill, PA

A full program schedule and list pfesentations is provided at the end of thiewss, along with
the registration form.

Update to 2017 Annual Meeting

The DC chapter of the society has been hard at work collecting registrations and getting the last
few tasks compl e tnealMektogMay1B20. TBedrain reld is/sold outAbut

we still have space for you at the annual meeting and banquet, starting with a presentation on the
Shamokin Branch Thursday evening.

URGENT- 2017 Annual Meetingl Safe Harbor Dam Tour

If you plan to participate in the Safe Harbor Dam tour, please contact Greg Petrick at
gkpetrick@comcast.neln addition to needing a count of people visiting the dam, we also need
to provide the visitornaméso t he damdés operator in advance.
along, thg also need to know their ag®(finsurance purposes.) We would also like to know if
we need to set up car poolé.you have any interest in cgooling, either as a driver arrider
please let Greg knowlf you are interested in driving, please include how many riders you can
accommodate.

URGENTI PA State Archive Tour Canceled

We were informed by the PA State Archives that they cannot support an archive tour this year
there is renovation work being done within the archives, and because of a genealogy convention,
they expect the archives to be crowded. You are still welcome to visit the state archives on your
own. We apologize for the inconvenience.

Hotel Status:


mailto:gkpetrick@comcast.net

The hdel informs us that the hotel is completely sold out for that Thursday night. Rooms are still
available, as of April 27th, for Friday and Saturday night. Other hotels within 15 minutes of the
Radisson still have rooms available for all 3 nights.

ProgramUpdate

There are two additions to the program, Gus Minardi will be presenting how to model complete
Pennsy Freight Trains in HO scale such as a 40 car Coal Drag, or a 50 car Ore Train, a 20 car
Tructrain or a 40 car mixed freight train. Gus will be digplg examples of the trains. Should

be impressive!

Bill Wright, who has been very active in the recent restoration of Union Station in DC, which
was built primarily by the PRR over 100 years ago, will provide a presentation on the station. If
you get to BT, you should stop by the statiethe grand hall has been cleared of the retail and
restaurants in the middle of the hall, restoring it to its original appearance. Very impressive. Bill
is an expert on the station and should have an interesting presentat

To support a model railroad open house on Friday night, two of the previously scheduled
presentations were swappiedee the revised schedule at the end of {News.

Hope to see you in Camp Hill!

FUTURE ANNUAL MEETING LOCATIONS :

2017 50" AnniversaryAltoona
2018 Strasburg

RAILROAD HERITAGE DAYS :

PRRT&HS will be an active participant at the Railroad Museum oRB#road Heritage Days,
September 9th and 10th. Once all the activities bhaem finalized, updated information for this
event will beplaced on the Societyeb site.

Submitted by Joe Acri

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO FEATURE YOUR CHAPTER IN A FUTURE EDITION
PLEASE CONTACT pauletta.ader@yahoo.coneditor of the E-news

NEW GAME:




This is a new game for theews with the locations all being PRR. Rules of the game, there

wi || be a picture posted in each issue of 0fAs

your answer/guess. (pauletta.ader@yahoo.com)

Name the Location Gane:
- Whereisthislocqtec_i?

—= =%

Marchresults

Emporium Pennsylvania

Submitted by: Brad Bender

If you would like to submit a picture for this game, email me with the picture and location.
Individuals submitting photos cannot participate in that issue Please send digital pictures
or photos of pictures.

TCA NATIONAL CONVENTION INFORMATION

Christopher DiCianna and George Si&r-Chairmen of the TCA National Convention which

will be held in Pittsburgh in JuneThe TCA has had many great and successful conventions in
Pittsburgh in the past and this year's will be no exceptibypically the Convention is open

only to TCA members and their guests but this year we have one major exception to that rule and
onesignificant announcement.

On Sunday, June 25, 2017, the TCA is organizidgNDERFUL train excursion
experience!Tour participants will begin their journey dooard a privately chartered, TCA
SPECIAL AMTRAK train from Pittsburgh to Altoona and haveratfhand experience riding

the rails through th&v/orld-FamousHorseshoe Curve. After arrival in Altoona, buses will shuttle
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visitors to the Horseshoe Curve visitor center and funicular and the Altoona Railroaders
Memorial Museum. Lunch will be providedluring the trip while in Altoona and the train will
have a Café Car for Pasyou go shacks and beverag&¥e will have special events on the
train as well. More information can be found amww.tcaconvention.org

The second big announcement (and this will be of special interest to anyone considering the
Amtrak trip) is that the TCA is, for the first time, offering Trial Memberships where an

individual can pay $25 and receive full membership benfefr 6 months. This would include

the ability to attend the TCA Convention AND the Eastern Division Train Meet in York, PA in
April.  Most importantly if you become a TCA member you can ride the TCA SPECIAL at the
TCA member rate.The member's gutssand family will be eligible for the TCA rates for the

trip. If you look at the schedule of Rates for our Amtrak tour there is a real advantage to become
a Trial Member and attend the convention and take the trip with us and be able to take the trip to
the Age Of Steam Roundhouse in Sugarcreek Ohwivhich is not normally open to the public

for tours.

PRRT&HS PUBLIC RELATIONS

One way for members to help increase the Soci
PRRT&HS is to hodhe portable display in their area. For those unfamiliar with it, the portable
display contains sample issuesTdie KeystoneThe Keystone Modelaand The Keystone-e

NEWS as well as membership brochures, membership applications, information on the
Lewistown Archives and a list of PRRT&HS publications available for purchase on our website.

Book samples are available to those hosts willing to display them. While train shows are an
obvious venue consideration should be given to events sponsored by looatdlistocieties

and railroad museums; especially those in areas that had a strong PRR presence.
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